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Local Sports

Webb contmumg family’s baseball tradition

Youngest Cougar Webb hoping to make it to majors like his father did
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the major leagues in the 1870s with the Los
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Kane County Cougars

Dave Joj imdh.itumm
tionately call Ryan Webb
“Bornbi®

But just because he's the
youngest player on the
25-man roster this season, don't
expect the 19- yea.r -old to be
m.nglusraﬂngu lights

ready to be a star.
Webb, a 6-foot-6 right-hander
from Clearwater, Fla., already
understands his role on the

“1 have: a lot of respect for the
older guys," said Webb, who is 3-5
with a 3.86 ERA in 11 games this
year. He has 42 stikeouts and 18
walks in 607 i

“It's a privilege to be able to

me.
‘l‘hd:n't go out dw;mlhiuhngm
youngest guy 50
makes it OK if I get hit around. [
want to dominate. time [

Eonaey 3

experiences.
Hank Webb pitched for six sea-
sons in major league baseball
during the 1970s — five as a
member of the New York Mets
and one with the Los Angeles
Dodgers. Webb, a 10th-round
pick in the 1968 amateur draft,
compiled a 7-9 record with a 4.31
ERA and 1 shutout in 53 career

ﬁ Ryan Webb never felt the

gressum of following in his option.

“As far back as 1 can remember,

Dutzgmywdlmhmlmwe
g0 out after the g0
getsumedmnetand about

what happened.”
The youngest of three boys,
Webb competed as a goalie in

The 18-year-old pitcher was

m:fmon'gnmmmm-

Athletics selected him in the

fourth round. Webb was the only

schoal player chosen by the

Athletics in 2004, and the first
the

soccer and as a shortstop and prep player chosen

pitcher in baseball He was a fan
of Chipper Jones and the Adanta
Braves, and as an 11-year-old,
Webb got a face-to-face meeting
with his heroes.

Hank Webb's friend, major
league umpiu Richie Garcia,
arranged for Ryan to meet :he
Braves during a sprin,

zation in the ﬁl‘!lhg\f! rounds
since Jeremy Bonderman was
selected 26th overall in 2001.

Field in
B e e s i

hﬁ:s&ﬁl really realized 1
wanted to be ane of those guys
out there,” he said.

S0 Webb turned in his soccer
cleats and tumed his artention to
the diamond. By the time Ryan
arrived at Clearwater Central
Catholic High School, HankWebb
knew his son possessed a talent
that separated him from the rest
nfd:ephymhisaﬁd

lhe memnl smndpoim' he
w to be ahead of the other

The Marauders won the state

hnd championship during Webb's

sophomore year and eamed a
second-place finish his
year. As a senior, Web
named first-team all-state,

Webb mmed down a baseball
scholarship to Wake Forest last
June because of a coaching

change.

George Greer, who accumu-
lated a 608-382-4 record in a
17-year carcer with the Demon
Deacons, announced he was
knvhg, This left Webb with one

“I was excited about going to
Wake," Webb said. “With (Greer’s
and not

it was always just like a I
chdm”md catchin
the backyard,” said. Tt was
never forced upon me at all It was

abwarys? I'wanted todo.
s u made it more fun.

knnmni:hn my coach was
decision

nlmmutnrpnm:?unds@.
It all kind of fell into place that
week.”

“I was surprised took
me at all,” Webb said‘.hqzl'hq
hadn't even talked to me."

So instead of mowing down
hitters in the Atlantic Coast Con-
fierence, Weebb spent his first year
out of high school playing rookie
ball in Arizona. He started 7
games last season and recorded
23 strikeouts in 204 innings.

After compilinga 1-1 record
and a 4.87 ERA, Webb made the
jump to the Midwest League.

"You always want to see them
maove forward — going to the
next level,” said Hank Webb, who
listened to Ryan’s first victory on
the radio on April 10 while
from Florida to Kane County:

a good jump and a nice chal-

So while some of the team
watched a Cubs-Padres double-
header on the flat screen in the
L‘ou ars' clubhouse, Webb

ed a matchup he saw last
wuon between San Diego
pitcher Jake Peavy and Barry
Bonds.

“He's just fearless,” Webb said
of the San Diego right-hander.
"He went right after (Bonds) and
struck him out. 1 like the way he

approaches what hes doi
While he |magmesm%mscl[

h:mg s position one day,
knows gulahtorhuu‘k

to do for the Cougars this season.
‘I T achieve 1 want
to then I'll be one of the best
pitchers in the league,” Webb
sald. “I'm not going to worry
about what Oakland has in store
for me as far as moving me up,
because [ can’t control that™




