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THE ARTS:

ALIVE AND WELL ON 
THE NORTH SHORE

T
he arts scene is alive and well on 
the North Shore! In 2024, you 
can find a wide variety of special 
events, fundraisers, anniversaries, 
parties, exhibits, concerts, and 

classes for all ages, skill levels and interests 
as art is shared and celebrated throughout 
Winnetka, Glencoe, and Northfield. 

There are plenty of reasons to celebrate this 
year at North Shore Art League (NSAL) in 
Winnetka and The Canvasback in North!eld 
as both will reach impressive milestones. 
NSAL turns 100 this year, continuing its 
mission of “enriching the human spirit and 
life of the community through art education 

and events.” NSAL will host a 100th Annual 
Members’ Show from Sept. 24-Oct. 28 and a 
100th Celebration Party on Sept. 27. There will 
also be opportunities to view and purchase art 
outdoors this summer at the NSAL’s popular 
juried art fair, Art in the Village, which takes 
place June 22-23 in Hubbard Woods Park.

At The Canvasback, owner Eilene Isaacs 
has plenty in store in 2024 to celebrate this 
nationally known and respected needlepoint 
shop’s 50th anniversary. In the same building 
for all !ve decades, The Canvasback will host 
a lively party the !rst week of June, and there 
will be ra"es and events all year long,  
Isaacs said. 

If you would like to learn more about art and 
appreciate some beautiful works of art, the 
North Shore has galleries for you. At Vivid 
Art Gallery in Winnetka, founders Cynthia 
Burr and Martha Ruschman provide an 
environment where no matter if you are an 
art collector or just an admirer, you will leave 
with a little more knowledge and a lot more 
excitement than you did when you walked 
in. Vivid Art Gallery has several artists who 
have solo and two-person shows lined up for 
2024, including Amie Campbell, David Keel, 
Lisa Goesling and Bruce Thorn, Tamar Kander, 
Susan Jacoby, and Jane D'Angelo.

At Anne Loucks Gallery in Glencoe and 
Winnetka, the focus is on contemporary 
American painting, photography, and works 
on paper. The Gallery curates 12 exhibitions 
annually from its two locations: the Glencoe 
gallery dedicates half of its space to a current 
exhibition and half to an ongoing display of 
work by Gallery artists, while the Winnetka 
gallery is dedicated to a series of solo shows 
and mounts a new exhibition every six 

By Matt Beardmore
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weeks. There are !ve remaining exhibitions 
scheduled in 2024 for the Glencoe Gallery.

CREATING ART  
OF YOUR OWN
If music is your jam (or if you’d like to !nd out 
if it is), the Glencoe Academy of Music (GAM) 
is de!nitely worth a look. GAM’s award-
winning faculty of music instructors work 
with kids, teens and adults and help create 
a music journey that is tailored to students’ 
interests and goals. You can even record in 
GAM’s music studios, overseen by a Grammy-
nominated sound engineer! 

And if you’d like to try your hand at creativity, 
the North Shore Senior Center (NSSC) in 
North!eld could be the spot for you. Art 
classes take place within the art studio, which 
has been part of NSSC programming since 
its beginning in the Winnetka Community 
Center in 1956. Some of the upcoming 
classes at NSSC include exploring watercolor, 
an art workshop, and Dorset button making.

At The Canvasback, you can take 
Embellishment classes or join in on the 
weekly no-cost Sit and Stitch sessions. And 
this fall, the store will be o$ering a three-
session class to learn to stitch a brand-new 
canvas featuring the Chicago skyline. 

If you would like to support a good cause 
while improving your art skills, consider 
contacting heARTS for Heroes – Henry’s 
Heroes Foundation in Winnetka. Founded 
by artist Nancy Iida, the HeART studio is 
“the studio that gives back” as Iida uses art 
to raise awareness about epilepsy and uses 
the proceeds to fund research and support 
programs locally and globally. Iida also works 
with local kids to raise funds and awareness 
through a variety of events. Try out one of 
her weekly drop-in classes or schedule a 
private small group class with your friends 
and family.

With so many artistic avenues to explore, the 
North Shore is sure to spark your creativity.

WINNETKA
North Shore Art League
620 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, IL 60093
(847) 446-2870
northshoreartleague.org 

Vivid Art Gallery
895 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, IL 60093
(224) 505-5961
https://vividartgallery.net

heARTS for Heroes – Henry’s Heroes 
Foundation
964 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, IL 60093
(708) 721-3906
https://henrysheroesfoundation.org/ 
art-for-heroes/

GLENCOE
Anne Loucks Gallery 
309 Park Avenue
Glencoe, IL 60022

564 Lincoln Avenue
Winnetka, IL 60093

(847) 835-8500
http://loucksgallery.com

Glencoe Academy of Music
336 Park Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022
(847) 835-7777
https://www.glencoeacademyofmusic.com

NORTHFIELD
North Shore Senior Center
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Campus 
161 North!eld Road
North!eld, IL 60093
(847) 784-6000
https://www.nssc.org/home
 
The Canvasback 
1747 Orchard Lane
North!eld, IL 60093
(847) 446-4244
https://www.thecanvasback.com
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MUSIC LESSONS AND CLASSES FOR ALL AGES AND LEVELS

Musikgarten® • Suzuki Education • Private Lessons
Chamber Music • Musical Theater • Roots & Rock

Jazz Studies • Adult Studies • Summer Camps

CHICAGO • DOWNERS GROVE • EVANSTON • LAKE BLUFF • LAKE FOREST • WINNETKA

847.905.1500 • MUSICINST.ORG

CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF WINNETKA (CTW) 
Community House 
620 Lincoln Ave. 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-0537 
childrenstheatrewinnetka.com

Children's Theatre of Winnetka is a not-for-
pro!t, volunteer organization dedicated to 
promoting theatrical experiences for New 
Trier Township children in grades 4-8, who 
participate both onstage and backstage in 
two annual productions. CTW operates under 
the auspices of the Community House. All 
are invited to help CTW celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary Season with a Gala Celebration 
on May 5 in Matz Hall. For more information, 
visit childrenstheatrewinnetka.com. 

MUSIC INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
300 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 905-1500 
musicinst.org

The Music Institute of Chicago is a community 
music school teaching private music lessons 
and group classes in Winnetka. Visit our 
campus at 300 Green Bay Road in Winnetka to 
begin your musical journey today!

NORTH SHORE ART LEAGUE 
620 Lincoln Ave., Second Floor 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-2870 
www.northshoreartleague.org
Executive Director: Linda Nelson

Celebrating 100 years in 2024, the North 
Shore Art League o$ers art classes, summer 

camps, workshops, lectures, special art events 
and exhibitions for adults and children. Most 
classes meet in our sky-lit studio on the 
second %oor of the Community House. The 
League’s national, juried summer art fair, Art 
in the Village, will be held on June 22 & 23, 
2024, in Hubbard Woods Park in Winnetka 

OUR MUSIC 
400 Central Ave., Suite 003 
North!eld, IL 60093 
(847) 386-6765 
LoveOurMusic.com

Our Music instructors can teach you how to 
solo on your guitar, analyze a Bach concerto, 
and even record your own music. We’ve got 
an in-house recording studio, teachers who 
will boost your musicianship, and engineers 
who can help you learn music technology 
or sound production. We o$er private, 
semi-private, group, and virtual lessons, jam 
sessions, a youth band program, and we host 
four shows a year.

VILLAGE FOLLIES 
villagefollies.com

Village Follies is a long standing, annual 
community theater variety show created to 
support the 501C-3 Community House of 
Winnetka, for use in their educational and 
community events and programs.  If you 
are interested in joining in the fun, trying 
your hand as a cast or crew member, or 
supporting our arts endeavors, please email 
villagefolliesboard@gmail.com.

WINNETKA CHAPEL 
630 Lincoln Ave. 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
www.winnetkachapel.com 
winnetkachapel@gmail.com
Event rentals: (224) 255-3125

The historic Winnetka Chapel is the perfect 
venue for your special occasion. Situated 
in downtown Winnetka, the 115-year-old 
chapel’s castle-like, sandstone bell tower and 

ARTS & 
CULTURE
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visitchicagonorthshore.com
@chicagonorthshore

We are your
source for
all local events

VISIT US AT  
NORTHSHOREARTLEAGUE.ORG  

FOR MORE ON CLASSES  
AND EXHIBITS.

620 LINCOLN AVE., WINNETKA, IL
847-446-2870

The North Shore Art League 
is a not-for-pro!t organization 
dedicated to enriching the human 
spirit and life of its community 
through art education, exhibits and 
events. Founded 100 years ago, 
the League studios are located on 
the second "oor of the Community 
House, Winnetka. Classes are held 
in our sky lit studio reminiscent 
of Paris art studios so prevalent 
in the early 19th century – giving 
artists the coveted North Light for 
their work. 

Join us as we kick off our 
100th year of bringing arts 
to the community! Find 
inspiration with our talented 
faculty in our beautiful studio 
and enjoy the camaraderie of 
NSAL students.

100 Years 
of Art in the Community

grand wood entrance doors are 
heralds of the beauty within. 
The chapel accommodates 
up to 300 guests for private or 
public functions and has hosted 
performing arts companies, 
musicians, fundraisers and other 
presentations. Call us to plan 
your next event.

WRITERS THEATRE 
Box O#ce: 321 Park Ave. 
Theater: 325 Tudor Court 
Glencoe, IL 60022 
(847) 242-6000 
info@writerstheatre.org 
www.writerstheatre.org

Hailed as "the best regional 
theater in America," by the Wall 
Street Journal, Writers Theatre is 

nestled in the heart of Glencoe, 
bringing world class theater 
to North Shore audiences. 
From world premiere plays to 
exhilarating musicals, Writers 
Theatre has something for 
everyone. Head to writerstheatre.
org for show information and 
to learn how you can become a 
season subscriber.

YOUTH CHORAL  
THEATER OF CHICAGO 
P.O. Box 128  
Wilmette, IL 60091  
youthcoraltheater.org
Artistic Director:  
Andrew M. Wallace 
(847) 535-9873 
info@youthchoraltheater.org
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